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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: 57TH ECOSOC: SECOND FRENCH RESOLUTION 
REF: STATE 156172 

1. SINCE IRELAND IS NOT A MEMBER OF ECOSOC, IT WILL NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN THE VOTE ON THE FRENCH RESOLUTION WHICH IS TO 
TAKE PLACE IN ECONOMIC COMMITTEE OF ECOSOC. WE NEVERTHELESS 
RAISED MATTER WITH ECONOMIC DIVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ON JULY 22 IN ORDER PUT FORTH US VIEWPOINT AS WELL AS 

TO GET FEELING FOR IRISH GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. FOREIGN OFFICE WAS AWARE OF FRENCH RESOLUTION BUT HAD NOT 
GIVEN MUCH THOUGH TO IT. ECONOMIC DIVISION HAS SMALL STAFF 
DRAT. TNG WITH MANY PRESSING PROBLEMS AND THIS ISSUE HAD NOT BEEN 
FORMALLY PUT TO THEM. HOWEVER, INITIAL REACTION WAS THAT, WHILE 
THEY SAW MERIT IN US POSITION, THEY WOULD FEEL COMPELLED SUPPORT 
FRENCH IF QUESTION RAISED WITH THEM FORMALLY. AS ONE OFFICIAL 
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SAID, "MEMBERSHIP IN EC IS CORNERSTONE OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY." 
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THUS, WHILE QUESTION IS ACADEMIC AT THIS POINT, IT IS AGAIN 
APPARENT THAT DECISIONS ON ISSUES SUCH AS THIS ARE STRONGLY 
INFLUENCED BY ACTIONS AND ATTITUDES OF IRELAND'S EC PARTNERS 
MORE THAN BY THOSE OF US. 

MOORE 
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